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Epiphany Carol

  A Child, a star and Kings,
  A secret silence knows
  A worth in simple things,
  And truth in infant clothes.

  Beyond the rude world's grand
  esteem, Earth and eternity,
  The answer to man's dream,
  Divine humanity

  Change water into wine, at thy divine decree.
  All nature?s will is thine, sublime authority.
  Within our daily common board, Dwells heavenly
  mystery.  We see Thy glory, Lord, Divine simplicity.

  Give us your bread sublime; your presence to impart
  To sanctify our time and cleanse the wayward heart.
  Then see our naked restless sin wrapped in your purity.
  Herald through our raucous din, Divine hilarity

  Shine forth into our life, a Sharper brilliance bring,
  Infusing love in strife, and make the moments sing.
  May vision include levels now of what there is to see
  When chastened hearts do bow, to God?s Epiphany.

++++++++++
  Lyrics ~ The Very Reverend James E. Annand
  Music ~ George Kent
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According to Google Search 
statistics, Google now processes 
over 40,000 search queries 
every second on average, 
translating to over 3.5 billion 
daily searches and 1.2 trillion 
searches per year, worldwide.
People go to Google, Yahoo, and 
AOL daily to search for 
information about the world. 
Sometimes it is simply facts and 
figures; sometimes, it 
is news about current 
events. And, of course, 
there are other places 
people search as well.   
People are always 
searching; it is part of 
the human condition.     
Perhaps this may 
explain part of the 
reason that Google is 
one of the most 
profitable companies 
on earth, providing answers for 
the world.  
In the season of Epiphany, 
scripture readings resonate 
with the idea that people are 
always seeking as well. Some, 
like the Magi from the East and 
Judean countryside shepherds 
from the Gospel of Matthew, 
seek a promised royal child to 
usher in God's reign. Others, 
like King Herod the Great and 
his royal advisors, search for 
the child to destroy possible 

rivals for the throne. Still 
others like devout Simeon 
and the prophetess Anna 
from the Gospel of Luke, who 
have patiently prayed for the 
chance to see the promised 
Messiah, finally rest in joy 
after seeing their prayers 
answered as they witness the 
light of God in the child Jesus.   
This season reminds us of our 

searching natures, but 
perhaps it also calls us 
to ask a fundamental 
question about our 
seeking. 
"What are we 
searching for and 
why?" 
Perhaps some of us are 
seeking a place of 
calm, peace and 
tranquility amid a 

chaotic life. Or perhaps we 
are seeking love and 
connection with something 
larger than ourselves? Or 
maybe some of us are looking 
for a way to do something 
meaningful that would make 
a difference.   Some may seek 
healing after trauma, and 
still others a path to freedom 
and repentance from a prison 
of guilt resulting from a life 
of self-centered sin. Whatever 
the reason we are searching.  
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In this season of Epiphany, I invite you to see and learn the 
answer to many of our deepest longings in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Through His teachings and His way of life, you will find a 
way to live in connection with love and hope, in an ever changing 
world.   
In the third stanza of the Epiphany Hymn, the lyrics, authored by 
Jim Annand with music set by George Kent, powerfully convey our 
most profound longings to be met in Jesus: 
"Give us your bread sublime; your presence to impart
To sanctify our time and cleanse the wayward heart.
Then see our naked restless sin wrapped in your purity."

Yes, the world is filled with people searching ? But we Christians 
rejoice in the Spiritual home we have found Christ Jesus.  
Friends, as you begin a new year, may you find all that you seek, 
and may the longings of your heart be satisfied. And finally, may 
you see and participate in the joy and hope of Jesus at Christ 
Church Westerly, a place dedicated to keeping Jesus at the Center 
of our spiritual home.   

Amen

Your priest
The Reverend Sunil Chandy +
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NEWS FROM THE 
ALTAR GUILD

M erry  Chr istmas
and Happy 2023!

The Altar Guild had a very busy 
December! We were able to 
gather for our annual 
Christmas Party which we held in the Parish Hall. We enjoyed a 
delicious lunch and a great time was had by all!

The church was beautifully decorated for Christmas and the trees 
adorned with angels in memory of loved ones. The crèches were 
placed in the Tobin Chapel and on the votive stand. We delivered 
Christmas poinsettias to our sick and shut-ins on December 15th so 
that they could enjoy them throughout the season.  The Nativity was 
placed by the entrance to the church and we continue to hear how 
beautiful it looks.

Finally, many attended the interment in the Memorial Garden and 
Celebration of Life of our dear friend and devoted Altar Guild 
member, Peggy Greene.

The ?festival? hangings will remain until the first Sunday after 
Epiphany, January 8th for the Baptism of Christ. We will then return 
to green until Lent begins in February.

The Altar Guild wishes to extend out thanks and best wishes to 
Sandra Thibault as she begins a new chapter in her life. Sandra has 
been a very dedicated and hardworking member of our Guild and 
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served as our Secretary for three years!  We shall miss you!

On Sunday, January 1st , we will be celebrating New Year?s Day and 
will also have the opportunity to enjoy Christmas Lessons and 
Carols that evening. However, did you also know that January 1st is 
an important feast day in our liturgical year? It is the HOLY NAME OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.  It is the eighth day after the birth of Jesus, 
when he was named and circumcised. He was ?called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb? 
(Luke 2:21) It was also customary at the time for family and friends 
to witness the naming of the child. The designation of the feast in 
honor of Jesus? Holy Name is new to the 1979 Book of Common 
Prayer. It was traditionally celebrated as the Feast of the 
Circumcision.  Celebration of the Holy Name reflects the significance 
of the Holy Name of Jesus with the emphasis of the Gospel of Luke 
on the naming of Jesus.  The name ?Jesus? is from the Hebrew 
Joshua, or Yehoshuah, ?Yahweh is salvation? or ?Yahweh will save?.

Source: The Episcopal Dictionary of the Church
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This month, our Children?s Chapel curriculum will 
pivot from following the Gospel every week to also 
include traditional Old Testament stories and 
establishing the foundation of the Episcopal faith. 
In addition to Children?s Chapel, we are running a 
10 week Early Communion course for children in 
grades 1-3 following the 10:00 service. Our 
confirmation class is meeting January 8th and 22nd 
from 5-7 in preparation for the Diocesan 
Confirmation Weekend March 24-26th at the 
Episcopal Conference Center. These classes will 
conclude with a Compline service at 7:00pm. We 
are really excited about the growth we?ve seen in 
the last few months and look forward to this trend 
continuing!    ~Valerie Knowles
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1.   The Church honors Julia Chest er  Em ery on Jan 9. What  is she known 
for? 

2. Many of  t he ear ly Saint s t hat  helped t he Church grow  were m onks 
who helped m onast er ies. One of  t hem  is t radit ionally regarded as t he 
founder  of  Chr ist ian m onast icism . Who is he?

3.  Bonus quest ion /  project -- Epiphany is observed on Jan 6. Look  up what  
Epiphany, and t he 12 Days of  Chr ist m as leading up t o it , represent  t o t he 
Church.  Have a Happy New Year , t oo!!

Answ ers
1.  Julia Chest er  Em ery was born in Dorchest er , MA, on Sept . 24, 1852. She 
was t he daught er  of  Capt ain Char les Em ery, seafarer , explorer , and 
devout  Episcopalian. He and his w ife Susan had 11 children, t he m ajor it y 
of  whom  dist inguished t hem selves in religious service. Two sons becam e 
pr iest s, and several daught ers, including Julia, suppor t ed Episcopal 
m issions at  hom e and abroad. In 1876, at  age 24, she succeeded her  sist er  
Mary as Secret ary of  t he Wom an?s Auxil iary of  t he Board of  Missions, 
which had been est ablished by t he General Convent ion in 1871. Dur ing 
t he for t y years t hat  she served as Secret ary, Julia helped t he Episcopal 
Church t o recognize it s call t o proclaim  t he gospel bot h at  hom e and 
overseas. She visit ed every diocese and m issionary dist r ict  w it h in t he 
Unit ed St at es, encouraging and expanding t he work  of  t he Wom an?s 
Auxil iary, and in 1908, she served as a delegat e t o t he Pan-Anglican 
Congress in London. From  t here she t raveled around t he wor ld, visit ing 
m issions in m any rem ot e areas in Asia, before ret urning t o New York . An 
em phasis on educat ional program s, a grow ing recognit ion of  social issues, 
developm ent  of  leadership am ong wom en, and t he creat ion of  t he Unit ed 
Thank Of fer ing, t o help suppor t  t he m issions, are fur t her  par t s of  her  
legacy t hat  she lef t  t o t he church when she ret ired in 1916. Af t er  
ret irem ent , Julia gave m uch t im e t o edit ing t he Auxil iary?s sect ion of  
?Spir it  of  Missions,? t he of f icial publicat ion of  t he Board of  Missions, and 
t o her  h ist ory of  t he Dom est ic and Foreign Missionary Societ y, ent it led ?A 
Cent ury of  Endeavor .? She died in New York  on Jan 9, 1922, at  age 69. 
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2.   Ant ony (also spelled Ant hony) was born in Lower  Egypt , reput edly on 
Jan 12, 251 AD, and is dist inguished f rom  ot hers of  t he sam e nam e by his 
t i t les, including Ant ony of  Egypt , Ant ony t he Abbot , and Ant ony of  t he 
Deser t . He was born t o wealt hy landowner  parent s, who were Chr ist ians, 
and he grew  up t o be t hought fu l, devout , and int rospect ive. He was 
around 20 when t hey died, leaving him  and his younger  sist er  t o care for  
a sizable est at e. Six m ont hs lat er , while at t ending church, he heard t he 
reading about  t he r ich young m an whom  Chr ist  direct ed t o sell al l  t hat  he 
had and give t o t he poor . Hear ing his own call f rom  God t hrough t h is, he 
t hen gave his land t o t he vil lagers and sold m ost  of  h is goods, giving t he 
proceeds t o t he poor . Lat er , af t er  fur t her  m edit at ion, he sold what  
rem ained of  h is possessions, placed his sist er  in a "house of  virgins, "  and 
t hen, as m any Chr ist ians of  t hat  t im e were doing, t urning away f rom  t he 
cor rupt  and decadent  societ y of  t he t im e, becam e an anchor it e, a solit ary 
ascet ic t hat  under t ook  a m onast ic vocat ion of  solit ude, fast ing, and 
prayer , of t en in t he deser t . The biography of  h is l i fe, "Life of  Ant hony,"  
w r it t en in Greek  around 360 by At hanasius of  Alexandr ia, helped t o 
quick ly spread Ant ony 's fam e beyond Egypt , and when t ranslat ed int o 
Lat in, t he concept  of  Chr ist ian m onast icism  spread even fur t her , 
par t icular ly in West ern Europe, where it  becam e one of  t he best -known 
works of  l i t erat ure in t he Chr ist ian wor ld. He is of t en er roneously 
considered t he f ir st  Chr ist ian m onk, but  as his biography and ot her  
sources m ake clear , t here were m any ascet ics before him . He was, 
however , am ong t he f ir st  t o go int o t he w ilderness, around 270, which 
seem s t o have cont r ibut ed t o his renown. The biography served as an 
inspirat ion t o Chr ist ian m onast ics, helping t o spread t he concept  and 
earning him  t he t it le of  "Fat her  of  Monast icism ."  Moving f rom  t he deser t  
t o t he m ount ains across t he Nile f rom  his vi l lage, Ant ony spent  m ore 
t im e alone  before leaving t o found an ear ly form  of  m onast ic com m unal 
l i fe in 305, which t hen helped t h is m ovem ent , as m ent ioned above. As he 
sensed his deat h approaching, he gave his t unic and a cloak  t o 
At hanasius, and t ransfer red his m inist ry t o his long-t im e disciple 
Macar ius. He died in Egypt  on Jan 17, 356, at  age 105.
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Christ  Episcopal Church 

COME JOIN US!

7 Elm Street | Westerly, RI 02891  
401-596-0197

parishadmin@christchurchwesterly.org

CLERGY

STAFF

VESTRY

  

   

The Rev. Sunil Chandy, Christ Church Rector

The Rt. Rev. David Joslin, Rector Emeritus; Bishop in Residence

The Rev. Al Zadig, Assistant to the Rector

         

George Kent, Organist & Choirmaster

Kristy Allardyce,  Parish Administrator

Dorothy Adams, Parish Secretary

Valerie Knowles, Director of Childrens' Ministries

Caswell Cooke, Jr., Senior Warden

Sarah Starkweather, Junior Warden

Natalie Pukas, Clerk

Daniel Leonard, Treasurer

                                

 

Service Hours
Subject  t o change

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

In-Person Holy Eucharist 

Sunday 8:00 a.m.

In-Person Holy Eucharist

Sunday 10:00 a.m.

In-Person Choral Eucharist

Sunday 9:45-10:30

Sunday School

Wednesday 10:00. 

Virtual Morning Prayer

Wednesday 10:30 a.m.

In Person Bible Study

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Virtual Compline

Fred Allardyce

Barbara Capalbo

Mike Evering

Katherine Hoxsie

Jaye Irwin

Jean Kelly

Judy Kelmelis

Lisa Kitchen

Valerie Knowles

Paul Kuhn

Thomas Quaratella

Molly Schonenberg
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